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Mysteries of the PC unraveled in campus course

To many people, personal comput-
ers are as mysterious as they are
ubiquitous. If you want to know
more about how they work, where
can you go! Whether your work
requires three-dimensional model-
ing of DNA structures or simple
word processing, a course offered by
the Electronics Shop will guide you
on the way to PC enlightenment.
“Use of the Personal Computer
in the Laboratory” is an eight-week
class designed to help anyone who
uses a computer, from the novice to
the veteran. Paul Rosen, a senior
research associate in the
Electronics Shop, a unit of
Information and Computing
Services, teaches the course. “The
role of the computer in the labora-
tories and departments of the uni-
versity is increasing in impor-
tance,” he said. “Computer skills
are now necessary to function on a

Potpourri

Tri-Institutional Noon Recital
No World Improvisation will per-
form at the Tri-Institutional Noon
Recital today (Nov. 4). The ensem-
ble—Mor Thiam, West African
percussion; Jin Hi Kim, changgo
and acoustic and electric komungo;
Adam Plack, digderidoo and voice;
and Joseph Celli, double reed
instruments—will perform original
compositions based on the roots of
the members’ cultures, including
two world premiers by Kim and
Plack. The concert, to be held in
Caspary Auditorium at noon, is
free. All are welcome.

No World Improvisation
will perform today (Nov. 4)

Friday film

Fellini’s Casanova (Italy, 1977),
directed by Federico Fellini, will be
shown today (Nov. 4) at 8:00 P.M.

daily basis.”

In an age when computers are as
common as telephones or TV, it’s
hard to believe that anyone needs
this class. But, Rosen says, it is very
popular. “Most people attend this
class to get a basic background in
the use of computers,” said Rosen.
“Some are new to the university
and need to develop a sufficient
level of skill to do their job. This
course is intended to get people
who lack these skills up to speed.”

In addition to those with little or
no exposure to computers, the
course also attracts more-experi-
enced users. “Some people come
here with a background in one sys-
tem, such as the Macintosh, but
use an 1.B.M. or compatible PC in
their laboratory,” Rosen said.
“Orthers learned to use their com-
puters by rote, but now want to
understand how they work.”

in Caspary Auditorium. The film
stars Donald Sutherland and Tina
Aumont. Admission is free.

Marathon report

News&Notes would like to hear
from anyone who participates in the
New York City Marathon Sun.,
Nov. 6. Contact Joseph Bonner, e-
mail bonnerj, or x8998.

Winter preparation

To prevent damage to the chilled
water system, pipes will be drained
as soon as the weather forecast pre-
dicts first frost. The work, which
takes about five days, will probably
occur between Sat., Nov. 5 and
Wed., Nov. 9. While the staff in
Plant Operations strives to main-
tain comfortable temperatures in
the buildings despite temperature
fluctuations, it is not feasible to
reverse the process to accommodate
brief periods of warmer weather. For
further information, contact
Brendan Bolger, x8421, or Robert
Francis, x8001.

Benefits fair

Members of The Rockefeller
University community will have the
opportunity to change their health
insurance plans at an open enroll-
ment benefits fair Wed., Nov. 9.
Representatives from the universi-
ty’s health insurance companies and
the Flexible Spending Account will
be on hand to answer questions.
The event, organized by the
Personnel Office, will take place in
the Tower lobby from 11:00 A.M.

Rosen also covers hardware and
peripherals. “People get to see what
the hardware really looks like,” said
Rosen. “We talk about how to buy
a computer, upgrade an existing
system, and how much it might
cost.” Another section of the
course describes procedures to
improve a computer’s performance,
such as disk file management, data
backup, and optimization.

The course is held on Tuesdays
at 9:30 A.M. and is open to every-
one. Now in its second week, it will
be offered again next fall. On aver-
age, Rosen estimates, participants
are 15 to 20 percent students, 30
percent faculty, and the rest staff.
Do they really attain PC enlighten-
ment? Modesty forbids Rosen from
commenting. But chances are they
do leave with a better understand-
ing of the black box within the

‘ beige box.

to 2:00 P.M. For further informa-
tion, contact Kristin Gross, x8297,
or Ginny Hansen, x8299.

RU concert

The New York Philharmonic
Ensembles, players from the New
York Philharmonic, will perform at
The Rockefeller University Concert
Wed., Nov. 16, at 8:00 P.M. in
Caspary Auditorium. The players
will present a variety of chamber
works showcasing their talents as
solo artists. For further information,
contact Cathy Rogers, x8437.

Arrivals

Visiting Assistant Professor: Gianni
Celsi, Darnell lab.

Research Associate: Yael Goldberg,
Hirsch lab.

Postdoctoral Associates: Ursula
Fluckiger, Gotschlich-Fischetti lab;
Kathleen Millen, Hatten lab;
Masaaki Miyati, Breslow lab; Lidya
Sanchez, Miiller lab.

Postdoctoral Fellows: Lisa Austin,
Carter lab; Markus Engstler, G.
Cross lab; Qizhi Gong, Gaul lab;
Kim Huang, Cross lab; Orna Levran
and Ping Liang, Hirsch lab; Carsten
Rosenow, Tuomanen lab; Mika
Vesanen, Darnell lab.

Guest Investigators: Mila Jankovic,
Nussenzweig lab; Robert Glassman,
Hanafusa lab; Michel Rabinovitch,
Steinman lab; Mario Ramirez,
Tomasz lab.

Departures

Assistant Professor: Gord Fishell,
Hatten lab.

Adjunct Faculty: Nartalia Luenova,

McCune

(continued from page 1)

After completing his postdoctor-
al fellowship at Stanford in 1988,
where he studied retroviral patho-
genesis with Irving Weissman,
McCune founded SyStemix, Inc.
with Weissman, David Baltimore,
and Leroy Hood. In addition
to being vice president of the
New Enterprise Research Division,
he is also director of the SyStemix-
Sandoz Antiviral Project and
the SyStemix-Sandoz HIV Gene
Therapy Joint Venture. At
SyStemix, Inc., McCune has served
as president and C.E.O., member of
the board of directors, and scientific
director.

The lecture will be held in
Caspary Auditorium at 3:45 P.M.
and preceded by tea at 3:15 P.M. in
Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Lounge.

All are welcome.

Mauzerall lab; Annabell Segarra,
McEwen lab.

Research Associates: Andrea
Lauber, Pfaff lab; Mary Moore,
Blobel lab.

Postdoctoral Fellows: Koji Hisatake,
Roeder lab; Jian-Kang Zhu, Chua
lab.

Postdoctoral Associates: Lei Feng,
Heintz lab; Hisham Hashish,
Allfrey lab; Colin Tinsley,
Gortschlich-Fischetti lab.

Guest Investigators: Denis
Charlebois, Mauzerall lab; Jeff
Cynx, Nottebohm lab; Guang-Pei
Hou, Miiller lab; Mark lan
Liddington, Steinman lab; Liliana
Salvadori, Zabriskie lab; Susanna
Thorngvist, Chait lab.

Payroll check cashing

The university’s payroll check
cashing service is at the 79th Street
and Third Avenue branch of
Chase Manhattan Bank. As has
been policy, only employees who
present a current Rockefeller
University identification card are
permitted to cash payroll checks

(up to $3,500).

Car rental discount

Enterprise Rent-A-Car, 425 East
61st Street, is offering discounts to
the university community. Rentals
start at $39.99 per day for weekdays;
weekend packages start at $169.99
(Fri. through Mon.). You must be
21 or over and carry a major credit
card to rent. For further informa-
tion, call 838-2323, and give uni-
versity discount number G5CO0111.



