


‘Fast, aggressive, and fun,” new sport combines volleyball and squash

A new competitive sport arrived at
The Rockefeller University this
week. Members of the community
may now sign up to play “wally-
ball”—a combination of volleyball
and squash—which is played
without racquets on a squash
court.

Assistant Professor Philip Mélese
and Machinist Vadim Sherman of
the Goulianos lab, both dedicated
squash and volleyball players, had
the idea of bringing the sport to
campus when they saw the enthusi-
asm for volleyball at the dedication
festivities last fall.

“I think this may be the answer
for anyone looking for a competi-
tive sport on campus other than
squash or tennis,” said Mélese, a
Californian who played volleyball
on the U.S. Nationals champi-
onship team for six years. Sherman,
who played in national volleyball
tournaments in Russia and now

Potpourri

Tri-Institutional Noon Recital
In celebration of Women’s History
Month, cellist Julia Lichten and
pianist Joanne Polk will play works
by Beethoven and Rakhmaninov at
the Tri-Institutional Noon Recital
today (Mar. 19) in Caspary
Auditorium. Lichten has made
guest appearances at the Marlboro,
Taos, La Musica di Asolo, and
Library of Congress music festivals,
and has toured internationally
under State Department sponsor-
ship. Polk has performed in solo
recitals with chamber ensembles
and with orchestras in major con-
cert halls including Alice Tully
Hall. Today’s concert, co-spon-
sored by The Rockefeller University
Women’s Association, is free. All
are welcome.

Metropolitan Opera concert
Today (Mar. 19) is the last day to
pick up tickets for the formal recep-
tion and benefit concert for the
Metropolitan Opera on Sun., Mar.
21 at 8:30 P.M. in Caspary
Auditorium. Five winners in the
Eastern Regional Finals of the
Metropolitan Opera National
Council Auditions will perform.
Tickets, $20 each for members of
the Rockefeller community, can be
obtained from Sandra Walsh,
Nurses Residence 211.

RU Concert Series

Clarinetist David Shifrin, violist
Paul Neubauer, and pianist Anne-
Marie McDermott will perform
works by Mozart, Schubert,
Debussy, and Schumann on Wed.,

Jack Mitchell

plays wallyball competitively in
Brooklyn, added: “It’s fast, aggres-
sive, and fun, and, like squash, can
provide a very good workout in a
short amount of time.”

The game of wallyball is scored
from 1 to 15 and a team must win
by at least two points. According to
Mélese and Sherman, the wally ball
is a variant of the volley ball.
Lighter, and slightly bouncier
because it is made of rubber instead
of leather, the wally ball ricochets
off the walls of the squash court at
lightening speeds. In fact, the ball
is so fast, that players are encour-
aged to use a side or back wall to
make a shot, otherwise, the ball will
quickly go out of bounds. “I've seen
one shot bounce three times from
side wall to side wall,” said
Sherman.

According to Mélese, wallyball
was probably developed by frustrat- *
ed southern Californians who want-

ed to play their game on the East
Coast. “The seasons are limiting
here and gyms hard to come by,” he
said. “But there are plenty of
squash and racquetball courts so the
game was easily adapted.”

Those interested in signing up for

wallyball, which is played on the
south squash court in the basement
of Graduate Student Residence,
may do so at the security desk in
Founder’s Hall. It is suggested that
wallyball players use the court
between 2:00 and 4:00 P.M., or
after 6:00 P.M. A wallyball bag,
net, and wally ball, purchased by
the university for its members, as
well as a set of rules, is available
from Mélese.

An on-court demonstration of
the game will be held on the south
squash court today (Mar. 19), from
2:00 to 3:00 P.M. For more infor-
mation, contact Mélese, x8821, or
Sherman, x8829.

Mar. 24, at 8:00 P.M. in Caspary
Auditorium. Admission is $17 per
person, $7 for Tri-Institutional
graduate and postdoctoral fellows.
Call Cathy Rogers, x8971, for infor-

mation or reservations.

Retirement Support Group
The Employee Assistance Program
Consortium (EAPC) is organizing a
support group for those who are
thinking about retirement or have
recently retired. Topics to be dis-
cussed include planning for retire-
ment, retirement facts and myths,
aging and life stages, and family and
community issues. Meetings are
planned for Mar. 29, Apr. 5, Apr.
12, and Apr. 19. Call the EAPC,
746-5890, to make reservations.

PowerBook offer
To facilitate stock-rebalancing of

Clarinetist David Shifrin
will be one of the perform-
ers at Wednesday’s evening
concert.

Assistant Professor Philip
Mélese demonstrates wally-

ball, a new sport on
campus.

the Macintosh PowerBook 180 at
Cornell University, Apple
Computer is allowing institutional
bulk orders (five or more units) of
the computer directly from Cornell
University for a limited time only.
The computer is available with 4
megabyte RAM and an 80-
megabyte or 120-megabyte hard
disk. Shipping of regular orders of
the PowerBook 180 is experiencing
long delays; this special order
would be subject to immediate
delivery. Interested members of the
Rockefeller community should con-
tact Anthony Popowicz of
Computing Services as soon as pos-
sible at x8112 or via e-mail (login
tony).

Excel workshop

Computing Services will offer a
two-part workshop in Excel 4.0 for
the Macintosh and PC. It will be
held on April 13, from 2:00 to 4:00
P.M., and April 14, from 2:00 to
4:00 P.M. A basic understanding of
either Windows or the Macintosh is
required. To register, leave a voice
mail message at x8935. Your regis-
tration will be confirmed.

High school students

Bonnie Kaiser, coordinator of the
Science Outreach Program, requests
that lab heads who have high
school students working in their
labs contact her at x7431. Kaiser
would like to welcome the students
and ensure that they have filled out
an application form, completed the
lab safety course, and obtained a
photo identification card.

Appointments

Adjunct Faculty: Jay Vlinsky,
Cohn lab;

Visiting Professor: Reuben Hersh,
H. Wang lab;

Visiting Associate Professor: Nils
Roll-Hansen, Lederberg lab;
Research Associates: Joan Muller,
Cohn-Steinman lab; Mercedes
Sanchez, Nussenzweig lab; Benno
Ter Kuile, Muller lab;
Postdoctoral Associates: Paul
Andrew Haynes, G. Cross lab;
Vanya Quinones-Jenab, Pfaff lab;
Elsa Suh, Zabriskie lab; Jie Wang,
Cohn lab; Xiaolan Wu-Peng, Pfaff
lab;

Postdoctoral Fellows: Andreas Bet
Manning lab; Anne Goriely,
Desplan lab; Doris Kraemer, Blobe
lab; Christoph Schumacher,
Hanafusa lab; Bo Yu, Wright lab;
Guest Investigators: Elena
Bourgansky, Zabriskie lab; Anke
Hensiek, Fischetti lab; Hsien-Bin
Huang, Greengard lab; Steven
Moulding, Goulianos lab;
Gheorghita G. Zbaganu, ]. Cohen
lab. :

Departures

Postdoctoral Associate: Takashi
Fujita, Baltimore lab

Postdoctoral Fellow: Alexander
Van Der Krol, Chua lab

Guest Investigators: Rong-Xiang
Fang, Chua lab; Lamia Guizani,
Cohn-Steinman lab; Michio
Ishibashi, Cohn-Steinman lab;
Martin Schnorf, Chua lab;
Cornelius Van Kessel, Cohn-
Steinman lab; Albertha Welmers,
Cohn-Steinman lab.



