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Parlez-vous frangais? Espariol?

“Alors, ¢'est vous le nouveau
locataire. Vous n’avez pas d’ animaux
jespere, parce qu'ici, c’est déja un
z00!” (“So, you're the new tenant.
[ hope you don't have any animals,
because this place is already a
z0o!")

It is lunchtime, and members of
The Rockefeller University are
spending the hour listening intent-
ly to a small tape recorder as part of
their weekly French lesson. The
hour is almost up and the students
have learned that life in a French
apartment building is not too dis-
similar from what they experience
in New York City. After switching
off the tape, French teacher Anne-
Lise Vernier prompts a conversa-
tion with her beginner students
before dismissing the class.

Elizabeth Oliveira e Silva, a
research associate in the Breslow
lab who started taking the classes
in the fall, remarked: “These are
not like traditional language class-
es. They are taught through situa-
tions that we can easily relate to.”
Fellow students Lyudmila
Soldatova, research associate in the

King lab, and Ashis Mukherjee,
postdoctoral associate in the
Agosta lab, agreed. “It’s more fun
this way,” added Soldatova, who is
taking the class because she is leav-
ing soon for Switzerland. “We may
not always understand the individ-
ual words, but at least we learn the
context.”

French, Spanish, and English as
a Second Language are taught on
campus, sponsored by the Deans’
Office. Graduate students are
responsible for scheduling the
classes and identifying new enthu-
siasts.

Barbara Kazmierczak, biomedical
fellow in the Zinder-Model lab,
started taking the beginner French
classes when they were first offered
in 1986. Now she helps organize
the classes and attends the
advanced classes. “It’s not easy
teaching a class here because peo-
ple are so busy that they cannot
attend regularly as they might in
college,” she said. “The teachers
do a great job of creating a flexible
program that can always accommo-
date new faces.”

)

French teacher Anne-Lise Vernier (center) teaches Christina
McKittrick (left) and Susan Powell the subjunctive tense.

“Several people have attended
these classes in order to prepare for
sabbaticals or overseas confer-
ences,” Kazmierczak continued.
“The classes are also useful for any-
one collaborating with foreign sci-
entists.”

The schedule for French classes
has changed recently. They now
meet as follows: beginner level, on
Mondays at 11:00 A.M. in Caspary
1A; intermediate, on Wednesdays
at noon in Flexner 363; and
advanced, on Wednesdays at

11:00.A.M. in Flexner 363.
Spanish classes, taught by
Elizabeth Cordoba, meet: beginne:
level, on Wednesdays at noon in
Caspary 1A; and intermediate, on
Wednesdays at 1:00 P.M. in
Caspary 1A.
English-as-a-Second-Language
classes, taught by Tom Pallo, meet:
beginner and intermediate levels
on Mondays, from 6:30 to 8:30
P.M., in Caspary 1A; and
advanced, on Thursdays, from 6:30

to 8:30 P.M,, in Caspary 1A.

Potpourri

Tri-Institutional Noon Recital
Pianist David Owen Norris, winner
of the first Irving S. Gilmore
Foundation Artist Award in 1991,
will play at the Tri-Institutional
Noon Recital today (Feb. 12).
Gilmore artists are chosen through
a selection process that secretly
evaluates pianists around the world
for two years. Candidates are not
told they are being considered.
Norris was selected from among 50
candidates by a 13-member jury of
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musicians, including violinist
Yehudi Menuhin.

Norris is professor and fellow at
London’s Royal Academy of Music
and fellow of the Royal College of
Organists. Known for his unusual
repertoire and diverse interests,
Norris directs the Petworth Festival
in West Sussex, England, a festival
for amateur and professional musi-
cians, as well as kite and hot air bal-
loon enthusiasts.

At today’s performance, Norris
will play works by Achille-Claude
Debussy, Johannes Brahms, and
Joni Mitchell. The concert, to be
held in Caspary Auditorium at
noon, is free. All are welcome.

Valentine’s Day lunch

The annual Valentine’s Day lun-
cheon will be held today (Feb. 12),
in the Tower cafeteria and 17th
floor dining area. The luncheon
will offer Manhattan clam chowder,
a choice of steak or fried shrimp, a
baked potato, vegetable, choice of
dessert, and choice of fountain bev-
erage or coffee. Diners whose plates
have stickers win a Valentine’s sur-
prise. Reservations are recommend-
ed for the 17th floor dining area,
x8890.

64th Street gate

The Security Department
announces that the 64th Street gate
will be closed from 11:00 P.M.
tonight (Feb. 12) to 7:00 A.M. on

Tues., Feb. 16, due to the holiday

weekend.

Apple demonstration
Representatives from Apple
Computer will demonstrate the
firm’s latest products from 10:00
AM. to 4:00 P.M., on Thurs., Feb.
18 and Fri., Feb. 19, in Caspary 1B.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information, contact Anthony
Popowicz, Computing Services,

x8112.

Computer workshops
Spaces are available in the the fol-
lowing computer workshops:

® Microsoft Word for the
Macintosh, Part I, on Thurs., Feb.
25, 10:00 A.M. to noon;

® Microsoft Word for the
Macintosh, Part II, on Fri., Feb. 26,
10:00 A.M. to noon.

To register, leave a message at

x8935.

Tax forms

Members of the Rockefeller com-
munity may pick up tax forms on
the second floor of Founder’s Hall,
on a table across from Room 215.
For information concerning tax
materials that are not on the table,
contact Deborah Sousa, x8345.
Sousa emphasizes that she is not
qualified to give tax advice.

Birth

Ginny Losito, formerly of

Sponsored Programs, and her hus-
band, Dan, became parents of a
baby boy, Christopher Charles, on
Jan. 25. Christopher weighed 7
pounds, 5 ounces. and was 21.5
inches long.

Photocopy cards

Cards for the self-service photo-
copiers at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering and Cornell University
Medical Center libraries can now
be purchased at the Media
Resources. The cards, which can b
purchased for cash (exact change
only) or charged to a laboratory or
grant budget, differ in price and
function. The Memorial Sloan-
Kettering card costs $12 and is dis-
posable. The Cornell card costs
$13 and can be reused. There is a
small service charge for both cards.

Rockefeller University Today
The Winter 1993 issue of The
Rockefeller University Today has
been published. Copies are avail-
able from the Public Affairs Office,
on the second floor of Nurses
Residence, during business hours.

Discount

Harlequin Optique, 1176 2nd Ave.
at 62 St., is offering Rockefeller
University personnel a 20 percent
discount on a complete set of eye-
glasses or contact lenses. Call
George Monaco, 750-0555, for
more information.



